To: Secretary General, Lamberto Zanieri, OSCE
Cc: Ambassador Janez Lenarčič - the Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR)

Tbilisi, March 2, 2012

Dear Mr. Secretary General,

We the undersigned organizations are writing to you to draw your attention on the intrinsic need of OSCE’s Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) large-scale, long-term mission to observe the Georgian parliamentary elections, expected to be held in October 2012.

We have appealed to the Georgian government to invite ODIHR to monitor these elections, which will be strongly contested, and a milestone in the country’s young democratic history.  The President Saakashvili in his recent address also stresses the importance of invitation of International observers to monitor the pre-election environment to show the Georgia’s commitment to hold free and fair elections in 2012.

The  Georgia’s International commitments to ensure a free and competitive election environment with an improved legal framework, fair elections system and accountable and transparent party finance system, has been jeopardized through new amendments that were passed by Parliament near the end of 2011.These amendments have caused widespread concern among civil society as it pose a threat  to limit  civic activity, property rights, freedom of expression and political activity, while  can impose severe and unjustified responsibilities on voters,  resulting in a chilling effect on freedom of speech and civic engagement.

In parallel, legislation does not prevent the widespread misuse of state resource during the campaign and does not contribute to a less polarized and more pluralistic media environment, encouraging political actors to refrain from abusing media outlets under their control for partisan propaganda.
The civil society concerns have been shared by International actors. EU Foreign Affairs Council  conclusions (2012) underlines the „importance of ensuring that the Parliamentary elections in 2012‘“ and  stress the need „, allowing for genuine political pluralism and freedom of assembly, freedom and  equal access to media as well as further strengthening of the independence of judiciary“.
It is echoed by the statement of UN special rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association that stresses that the new election legislation in Georgia „deliberately prevent and restrict certain individuals from standing in the upcoming parliamentary and presidential elections and creates „unequal political playing field”.
As previous ODIHR monitoring reports have shown, many of issues that contribute to an unfair electoral environment have tended to occur in the weeks and months before elections in Georgia.  The  unofficial election campaign  in Georgia is already ongoing that urges the need  of having the ODIHR’s mission that will play a valuable role in monitoring  the enforcement election legislation and report back on deviations from international standards to support Georgia’s genuinely free and fair elections.

We hope you consider our appeal and look forward to welcome and cooperate with an ODIHR monitoring mission in Georgia later this year.

We would also like to appeal for further efforts from the side of OSCE to engage the Georgian government and facilitate the process of establishment of long term observation mission

Sincerely,

Eka Gigauri,

Executive Director

Transparency International Georiga

Tamar Chugoshvili

Chairwoman

Georgia’s Young Lawyers association

Nino Lomjaria

ISFED

Coalition for Free choice

